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‘Anyone who has walked around 
Sheffield city centre recently will be 
well aware that the number of rough 
sleepers is increasing, confirming the 
recent research by Homeless Link 
which revealed a significant rise in the 
number of men and women sleeping 
on the streets.

At St Wilfrid’s Centre we have 
experienced this change first hand, 
with double the number of rough 
sleepers coming for help and support. 

Each of these men and women have 
their own story to tell, and our staff 
and volunteers are working hard 
to provide both practical help and 
signposting to the relevant agencies.

SLEEP OUT 2018

In March this year we held our ‘Sleep 
Out 2018’ event at The Abbeydale 
Picture House, both to raise awareness 
around the issue of rough sleeping and 
to raise funds to finance the services 
we provide. A sold out audience 
witnessed a funny and moving debut 

performance from some of our 
clients (performing as ‘St Wilfrid’s 
Centretainers’), as well as dancing to 
music from two live bands, before a 
sleep over on the Picture House floor. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to 
thank the volunteers and staff who 
worked so hard to make the ‘Sleep 
Out 2018’ a success, as well as all our 
individual and corporate supporters 
who joined us on the night. The event 
raised an impressive £13,000 which will 
all go towards supporting our Rough 
Sleeper Service.

This newsletter will give you a taste 
of our work over the last few months, 
as well as letting you know about our 
plans for the future. The demand for 
our services continues to increase, but 
with your support and our dedicated 
team of staff and volunteers we 
will continue to provide a safe and 
supportive environment for all of our 
clients.”

Josie Brooks, Director,  
St Wilfrid’s Centre

More people are sleeping rough but we are 
rising to this challenge
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“I wanted to raise 
some funds to say thank you  
to the Centre. Also, I now  
volunteer on Sundays, serving 
soup to rough sleepers. Joining 
the Sleep Out helped me 
understand what it is like to 
sleep out every night.” 
LE-ANN, CLIENT & SLEEP 
OUT PARTICIPANT

Helping homeless, vulnerable and socially excluded adults in Sheffield since 1991
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We recently caught up with 
one of our regular volunteers, 
Grace, who works full time as 
a nurse and volunteers for the 
Centre on her ‘days off’.  We 
asked her how she had started 
as a volunteer at St Wilfrid’s, 
and why she gives up her time 
to do this.

“I heard about St Wilfrid’s 
Centre through the Volunteer 
Centre website. I was looking 
for something to fill my days 
off that would help others. 

What I like best about 
working with the Centre 
is being inspired by the 
kindness of the staff, 
volunteers and clients, and 
being part of something 
which I feel enriches the lives 
of everyone involved. As 
a volunteer I have the 
opportunity to help others, but 
I get so much back in terms of 
friendships and just the sheer 
joy of being part of the Centre’s 
work.

If anyone is wondering whether 
to volunteer, I would absolutely 
recommend this. Volunteering 
is a fantastic, worthwhile use 
of your spare time and really 
enjoyable!”

We are always looking for 
new volunteers. If you are 
interested in finding out more 
please contact Tracey Harrison-
Marr, Volunteers Co-ordinator  
tracey@stwilfridscentre.org.uk

A  W O R D  F R O M  S T  W I L F R I D ’ S

In our last newsletter we announced 
the opening of St Wilfrid’s Place, 
with 20 self-contained apartments 
providing supported living for 
vulnerable adults for up to two years. 
Under the day to day management 
of housing association, Great 
Places, every apartment has now 
been allocated, with each resident 
receiving tailored support to help 
them to become more independent, 
and to gain the necessary skills 
they will need to move on from the 
service. 

We are delighted to announce that 
St Wilfrid’s Place has been shortlisted 
in the Northern Housing Awards 
‘Supported/Sheltered Housing 
Scheme of the Year’. St Wilfrid’s Place 
Manager, Mark Wheen, said, ‘It’s lovely 
to be nominated for an award as it is 
a testament to the hard work put in 
by Great Places. We’re really positive 
about the future and look forward to 
helping more people in their journey 
towards independent living.’  

St Wilfrid’s team run the London 
Landmarks Half Marathon

St Wilfrid’s Place  
now fully occupied and 
nominated for an award

We were proud to have a team of 
nine runners in the first ever London 
Landmarks Half Marathon, with a 
course including a number of iconic 
London sights. The team did brilliantly 
and raised over £6,000 for our work 
with vulnerable adults. A special 
mention must go to Michael Mohun 
who finished in the top 10 in a field of 
over 10,000 runners and regular Centre 
volunteer, Patrick Sullivan who raised 
over £1,300.

‘I’ve never come in the 
top ten of a race of 

that size before, so I’m 
pretty happy but more 

importantly I was proud 
to wear the St Wilf’s shirt 

and promote the cause!’ 
MICHAEL MOHUN, 

FUNDRAISER

VOLUNTEER PROFILE
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The refurbishment of our workshop is now complete after an £18,000 upgrade 
and the difference is remarkable. Thanks to the generosity of corporate 
supporters, grants and individuals we now have a safer, brighter workshop with 
a fully integrated extraction system to capture all the dust and debris from 
workbenches and cutting equipment. New lighting and flooring have also been 
added. The workshop can continue to provide a safe space for practical work 
experience and help our clients learn new skills. Together with volunteers and 
the workshop staff, our clients help generate income for the Centre in the 
workshop through the manufacture and sale of a wide range of printed and 
wooden products. 
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Our workshop is transformed

Colour Poem 
by Alex, Client

Purple is the colour of Ribena 
poured by my Mum, the 
shades of my childhood and 
heather in the Scottish woods. 
The smooth hard entrancing 
glistening amethyst crystals.

There are heather and lavender 
smelling fragrant, and sweet 
amethyst feeling smooth and 
cold to the touch, aubergine 
smooth and leather to the 
touch and good in vegetable 
curries. 

Purple is the hot Ribena on a 
cold winter’s day, warming the 
body outside the cold.

Purple should be velvety and 
smooth but can also hurt like a 
bruise.

Purple feels like velvet, soft and 
sweet, delightful, meditative 
and contemplative. Purple is 
the lavender lulling myself to 
sleep with its sweet scent, the 
clouds as the sun sets.

Purple is the insects in the 
summer breeze. The scales on 
a dragonfly’s wings, the royal 
blood of kings.

Purple should feel like sticky 
Ribena but feels smooth velvet 
wrapping me in its warm 
embrace, the hard smooth 
rough crystal of amethyst, 
glistening and shimmering, veins 
in underground rock like blood 
giving life to the body. Joy of 
day and night in the heather 
highlands. 

Alex takes part in the Centre’s 
weekly Creative Writing class, 
which aims to improve literacy 
skills, develop clients’ creativity 
and is part of some clients’ 
Personal Development Plan.

Our vouchers provide a positive alternative 
to giving money to people on the street. One 
voucher entitles the recipient to visit our 
Centre and have a shower, a hot meal and 
some warm clothes. 

If you would like some vouchers, please 
contact the Centre directly.

‘I’ve been sleeping rough since 
January when I left prison. 
There’s no accommodation 

anywhere. I was given a meal 
voucher to go to St Wilfrid’s. 

They were welcoming and I 
was able to have a shower, get 

clean clothes and some food 
and drink. I even got a new 

sleeping bag. Brilliant!’    

MARK, AGED 29, A ROUGH 
SLEEPER, APRIL 2018

St Wilfrid’s Meal 
and Clothing 
Vouchers  



Can you help? 

We are very grateful to all the wonderful individuals and companies who 
financially support our work and make it possible for us to offer a safe and 
supportive place to all the clients who use our services. 

If you are not already a supporter, could we ask you to consider making a 
donation to help fund St Wilfrid’s Centre’s work with homeless, vulnerable and 
socially excluded adults. 

If you would like to make a donation, please complete the following slip and 
return it to us with your donation to:  524, Queen’s Road, Sheffield S2 4DT.

A  W O R D  F R O M  S T  W I L F R I D ’ S

allows us to run an art 
class for five clients 

with a specialist 
trained teacher  

Increase your donation by 25p for every  
£1 you donate with Gift Aid    

Please Gift Aid this donation and any donations I make in the future or 
have made in the past 4 years. I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I 
pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid 
claimed on all my donations in that tax year, it is my responsibility to pay 
any difference. Tick to apply 

Please make cheque payable to: St Wilfrid’s Centre. Do not send cash. Or 
visit our website: www.stwilfridscentre.org and donate online for a single 
donation or to set up a regular payment. 

Thank you for donating to St Wilfrid’s Centre today.

We’d love to keep you posted with our news, activities and appeals. Please 
indicate below how you would like to hear from us. Please tell us if you would 
be happy for us to contact you via:

By Post       By Email  

pays for five 
hot meals a 

week

enables us to run 
two allotments 

each week

covers the cost of 
heating the centre 

for one day

£10 £15 £20 £75 

Privacy Notice: We will always store your personal 
details securely. Your details will only be used 
by St Wilfrid’s Centre, we will never give your 
information to other organisations for their 
own purposes. By providing your details you are 
agreeing to be added to our list of supporters. 
You can unsubscribe at any time by emailing info@
stwilfridscentre.org or calling 0114 255 5720.

I would like to make a donation of £    to St Wilfrid’s Centre

Title:  First Name: 

Surname:  

Address: 

Email:  Post Code: 

Registered charity number 512021

St Wilfrid’s Centre  524 Queens Road, 
Sheffield S2 4DT.

DATES FOR YOUR 
DIARY 2018

MON 14 MAY
Spring Garden Tour & Luncheon,  
Hillsborough Walled Garden

FRI 7 SEPT
The Annual Bishop’s Walk, the 
Peak District.

THURS 13 SEPT
Colour’s Fundraising Fashion 
Show, St Vincent’s Parish Hall. 

SAT 15 SEPT 
Open Morning, St Wilfrid’s Centre.

SUN 16 SEPT
Reggae Yoga Party,  St Wilfrid’s 
Centre.

SUN 23 SEPT
Sheffield 10k.

THURS 4 OCT  
First Anniversary Celebration of 
St Wilfrid’s Place.

SAT 10 NOV     
Rich Man’s, Poor Man’s Supper,  
St Wilfrid’s Centre.

THURS 20 DEC   
Christmas Festive Carols Evening, 
St Marie’s Cathedral.

For full details of all of  
our events go to 
www.stwilfridscentre.org/events
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