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At St Wilfrid’s Centre we run 
a wide range of classes and 
activity sessions to support 
clients in developing their 
interests and skills. Over the 
last 12 months our clients have 
done some brilliant work in 
areas as diverse as pottery, 
painting, poetry, photography 
and woodwork, and we 
wanted to make sure that their 
commitment and efforts were 
recognised. 

On the 20th March, we invited over 
30 clients to attend an ‘Afternoon of 
Celebration’ with their friends and 
families. Councillor Tony Dowling, 
the Deputy Lord Mayor presented 
each client with a certificate at the 
event, and clients’ work was on display 
around the Centre.

Dominic Maloney is the member 
of staff who leads on the Personal 
Development Programme. “This is a 

really important day for our clients, 
being able to reflect on what they have 
done over the year and show their 
families and friends their achievements. 
It really helps develop a sense of self-
worth and independence.” 

One of the clients receiving a 
certificate was Laura, who attends the 
computer skills and sewing classes at 
the Centre, and she has really noticed 
the impact of the classes on her 
social life and general sense of 
wellbeing. “I love coming here 
and meeting friends, everyone 
is lovely and it is like a big 
family.”

Clients who attend activities 
at the Centre don’t just learn 
practical skills. Katie Deedes, a 
volunteer who runs the Centre’s 
pottery classes, makes the point that 
“During our sessions, clients get the 
chance to develop a range of other 
skills such as observation, planning and 
problem solving, and this is all done in 

a calm, therapeutic environment.”

The ‘Afternoon of Celebration’ was 
a really memorable event, enjoyed 
by all those who attended. We will 
leave the last word with Councillor 
Downing, “You should all 
be really proud of 
yourselves.”

Everyone’s a Winner! - celebrating success
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Helping homeless, vulnerable and socially excluded adults in Sheffield since 1991

“I’ve never had a 
certificate to put on 
the wall & this will 
make me feel proud.” 

Mohammed
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In this newsletter you can read 
about some of the great work 
that we are currently doing. 
However, we always want to do 
better, and, over the last few 
months, staff and volunteers 
have been thinking about how 
to improve our existing services, 
whilst also developing some 
new, exciting initiatives for the 
future.

One area that we have already 
started considering, is how we 
could make use of the Centre 
outside core hours. We are really 
excited to have been part of the 
‘Safe Place’ pilot project. You 
can read more about elsewhere 
in the newsletter. 

As Director, my role involves 
the overall planning and 
management of the Centre, but 
it is also important for me to 
have a ‘hands on’ experience 
of our activities. Over the last 
few months I have been busy 
attending the singing group, 
debating current affairs, walking 
around the reservoir with the 
photography group and, very 
nervously, making my first 
ceramic pot. 

Talking to staff, volunteers and 
clients it is clear that we help 
clients to not only develop 
practical skills, but also social 
skills and self-confidence. It can 
be hard to measure these ‘softer’ 
achievements, so we are currently 
looking at a range of tools that 
will help us demonstrate the full 
impact of our work. 

A  W O R D  F R O M  S T  W I L F R I D ’ S

For the second year running we held a 
‘Sleep Out’ but this year,  in the car park 
at St Wilfrid’s, both to raise money for the 
Centre, and also to give people a small 
insight into what it is like to have to sleep 
out on the streets.

Over thirty people joined us, raising a 
very creditable seven thousand pounds to 
support St Wilfrid’s work with rough sleepers. All age groups were 
represented, from 16 year olds still at school, to Peggy, aged 86, 
who joined us for the second year running! 

As well as the sponsorship raised by individual participants, 
we are also very grateful to our corporate sponsors SDL, and 
to Silversmiths and Forge House Bakery who provided food 
donations for those participating.

Return of ‘The Sleep Out’

A word from Wayne

For a number of years now, St Wilfrid’s 
has entered a team in the Sheffield Half 
Marathon. This year we continued the 
tradition, with ten runners completing 
the 13 mile race to raise money for the 
Centre’s work, and with Wilfrid Bear 
out on the course providing support. Our 
grateful thanks to all those who took part and 
we hope the blisters healed quickly! 

Sheffield Half 
Marathon  

“Taking part in the  
Sleep Out does give you 
some idea of what it is 

like to sleep rough, and it 
is a great way of raising 

money for a much  
needed service.” 

Peggy (86) 
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The ‘Safe Place’ project is a pilot looking at how a co-ordinated approach 
across agencies can help prevent rough sleeping. Sheffield City Council funded 
this work, which offers rough sleepers a bed for the night and rapid next day 
assessments with advice and assistance to prevent people returning to the 
streets. The pilot ran from 25th March to the 18th April.

St Wilfrid’s worked alongside the Cathedral Archer Project, Framework and Ben’s 
Centre, with up to eight people being accommodated overnight. Our staff and 
volunteers were around to welcome guests in the evening and served breakfast 
in the morning. The Council’s Rough Sleeping Initiative Team then provided the 
next day assessment with a personalised plan for each client.

We are now waiting for a full evaluation of the project, however our immediate 
impression was that it really did make a difference to support people sleeping 
rough, and we are hopeful that we will be able to continue the work on a longer 
term basis in the near future.

Pamela Corkell, the Centre’s resident cook, has been providing nutritious home-
cooked food for our clients for the last 12 years, preparing over 600 delicious 
two-course meals every month. Following a recent inspection, Pamela and her 
team were awarded a 5 Star Food Hygiene Rating, the highest rating possible! 

A 5 Star Cook!

‘Safe Place’ Project The last few months

DECEMBER 2018
The Centre’s first Carol Concert 
in St Marie’s Cathedral raised 
over £2,000.

St Wilfrid’s Christmas party 
attended by over 90 clients, 
volunteers and staff. 

FEBRUARY 2019
A Beach Party helped clients, 
staff and volunteers keep the 
winter blues away! 

MARCH 2019
An Afternoon of Celebration 
showcased client’s 
achievements & progress. 

St Wilfrid’s 2019 Sleep Out 
in the Centre car park raises 
£7,000. 

APRIL 2019
The Safe Places pilot project to 
support rough sleepers ran for 
four weeks, with St Wilfrid’s as 
one of the key charity partners.

The Sheffield Half Marathon 
saw a team of 10 runners 
fundraising for the Centre

MAY 2019
We now have a brand new 
minibus thanks to Garfield 
Weston Foundation 60th Year 
Anniversary Fund.

On the 8th April, 104 students from The University of Sheffield set off on 
a hitchhiking journey to Cluj-Napoca, the capital of the historical region 
of Transylvania. St Wilfrid’s was one of five local charities benefitting from 
the money raised, and Wilfrid Bear was there at the start to see everyone 
off. We are pleased to report that everyone got back safely and there 
were no unfortunate incidents with vampires!

‘Bummit’ for St Wilfrid’s

How many hours did volunteers give to St Wilfrid’s Centre last year?

A) 9,805 B) 17, 423 C) 14, 086

How many volunteers are there at St Wilfrid’s Centre?

A) 141 B) 92 C) 120

How do you become a volunteer at St Wilfrid’s Centre?

A) Phone 0114 2555720 
option 2 and ask  

for Tracey

B) Send Tracey  
an email at tracey@
stwilfridscentre.org

C) Call in to the  
Centre to pick up an 

application form

Volunteer Quiz  (Answers on the back page)
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Can you help? 

We are very grateful to all the wonderful individuals and companies who 
financially support our work and make it possible for us to offer a safe and 
supportive place to all the clients who use our services. 

If you are not already a supporter, could we ask you to consider making a 
donation to help fund St Wilfrid’s Centre’s work with homeless, vulnerable and 
socially excluded adults. 

If you would like to make a donation, please complete the following slip and 
return it to us with your donation to:  524, Queen’s Road, Sheffield S2 4DT.

A  W O R D  F R O M  S T  W I L F R I D ’ S

allows us to run an art 
class for five clients 

with a specialist 
trained teacher  

Increase your donation by 25p for every  
£1 you donate with Gift Aid    

Please Gift Aid this donation and any donations I make in the future or 
have made in the past 4 years. I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I 
pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid 
claimed on all my donations in that tax year, it is my responsibility to pay 
any difference. Tick to apply   Date:

Please make cheque payable to: St Wilfrid’s Centre. Do not send cash. Or 
visit our website: www.stwilfridscentre.org and donate online for a single 
donation or to set up a regular payment. 

Thank you for donating to St Wilfrid’s Centre today.

We’d love to keep you posted with our news, activities and appeals. Please 
indicate below how you would like to hear from us. Please tell us if you would 
be happy for us to contact you via:

By Post       By Email  

pays for five 
hot meals a 

week

enables us to run 
two allotments 

each week

covers the cost of 
heating the centre 

for one day

£10 £15 £20 £75 

Privacy Notice: We will always store your personal 
details securely. Your details will only be used 
by St Wilfrid’s Centre, we will never give your 
information to other organisations for their 
own purposes. By providing your details you are 
agreeing to be added to our list of supporters. 
You can unsubscribe at any time by emailing info@
stwilfridscentre.org or calling 0114 255 5720.

I would like to make a donation of £    to St Wilfrid’s Centre

Title:  First Name: 

Surname:  

Address: 

Email:  Post Code: 

Registered charity number 512021

St Wilfrid’s Centre  524 Queens Road, 
Sheffield S2 4DT.

Dates for your diary

SAT 21 SEPT  
The 21st Bishop’s Walk: St 
Wilfrid’s annual sponsored walk 
‘comes of age’. 

SAT 19 OCT  
The Sheffield Songsmiths,  
St Marie’s Cathedral 7.30 pm. 

WED 18 DEC  
Christmas Carol Concert,  
St Marie’s Cathedral 7.30pm

Ernest’s Story
A Polish Graduate, Ernest lived 
and worked in Sheffield for 
nine years before following an 
injury, he lost both his job and 
then his home. For three years 
he had been sleeping rough but 
his life was turned around when 
a passer-by gave him a voucher 
for St Wilfrid’s, entitling him to 
a shower, a hot meal and some 
clothes. When Ernest visited 
the Centre, he was welcomed 
by Agnes, one of our welfare 
workers, who is herself Polish. 

Over the following weeks Agnes 
worked closely with Ernest and 
was able to help him find both 
work and accommodation.  “My 
life is back to normal now thanks 
to St Wilfrid’s who gave me 
both practical and emotional 
support, and made me feel very 
welcome.” 

Answers to the Volunteer Quiz: C /A/Any one of them!




